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Hello everyone, 

Firstly, I would like to say thank you all for your continued support.  We as a care home are truly amazed by your kindness, 

generosity and  your understanding. 

There has been a lot of change going on which I will keep you informed about, some of which is great and a step forward and 

others have been quite upsetting for us all. 

CORONAVIRUS VACCINE  

As you may have heard there are several  (7) vaccines which have now been developed.  The Pfizer BioNTech vaccine has 

been approved  by the medicines regulator, the MHRA, who say the vaccine is safe to be rolled out and offers up to 95% pro-

tection against COVID 19.  It is our understanding that the priority list of who may be administered the vaccine are people 

who live in care homes and care home workers, people aged 80 and over and health and social care workers in England as 

published on NHS.co.uk.  This is exciting news and a step closer to us all being reunited. 

As you are aware we have contacted you all in advance so we can be prepared for when this vaccination programme is 

starting to be rolled out, (not that we are eager!)  90% of you have responded, so thank you for that.  As you may have heard 

on the media there are some logistics of transporting it around and the temperatures that it needs to be kept at that still 

need to be worked out before our residents are ready to have the vaccine.  We are being updated daily with new guidance 

and information and we will keep you updated as and when we have any new information about the programme and our step 

forward to getting back to life as we knew it.   

NEW TESTING AND CARE HOME VISITS. 

There is a new testing kit that is now being rolled out in December which has a 30 minute turn around.  They are called Lat-

eral Flow Device (LFD) test kits. These are going to be used for the  testing for our visitors.  These should be in place for all 

care homes by 18th December.  The staff are now doing the training to ensure they are competent in administering the tests.  

They will be in addition to the regular PCR tests of the residents and staff which will need to continue with these. 

There will be a procedure to follow which consists of: 

1) Full PPE and face masks will need to be worn. 

2) The Lateral Flow Device test will need to be taken and registered on line. 

3) Temperature will need to be taken. 

4) You will need to complete a questionnaire and or track and trace form or sign in using the QR code in the conservato-

ry. 

5) Once the result is known and visiting can take place you will enter the building down B-Zone straight into B-Zone 

lounge.  You will not be able to enter into the main part of Digby Manor.  You will then wait in B-Zone lounge for the 

staff to bring your loved one to you. 

6)  Once visit is over you will need to exit through the same B-Zone entrance.  Removing all PPE in the yellow clinical 

waste bin as you exit.  Hand sanitiser will be provided. 

7) If your result comes back as positive you will not be allowed to continue with the visit.  You will need to complete a 

PCR confirmatory test on site and then go straight home (avoiding public transport), and await for the results.  Digby 

Manor will register it and organise a courier to pick it up. If positive you must follow government guidelines and iso-

late.  

8) If your test comes back as inconclusive you will need to be re-tested before a visit can commence. 

 



We have had new guidance from the IPC—Infection Prevention Control regarding our Christmas decorations.   

They have stated that with Christmas decorations around the home it can impede the effective cleaning of the envi-

ronment.  During the winter, there is an increase in cases of Norovirus, Flu and C.dif and this year there is COVID 19.  

With the infection control cleaning having been increased there  would be an impact with continuing to maintain that 

routine effectively with Christmas decorations around everywhere and we must think about the safety of our resi-

dents. 

 All decorations should be single use only and should be thrown away after use. 

 Ideally all decorations should only be hung on walls where they cannot be touched. 

 Avoid putting any decorations on horizontal areas because this will impeded cleaning. 

 No wood, straw or live trees to be used. 

 No cloth or knitted toys should be displayed. 

 No decorations in clinical rooms. 

 If there is an outbreak within the home ALL decorations are to be thrown away!!! 

 

   So how do we get around this so we can enjoy Christmas?  

 We make our own decorations, and have fun doing them! 

 

Well done troopers. 

The wall art looks 

amazing! 

We had an army of 

artists to help us. 

Once the testing has been confirmed for visitors we will be restarting our visits, but with the above restrictions in place.  We 

all know the benefits and advantages of visitors to our residents and how long they have been waiting to be reunited with 

you. We are all excited and looking forward to reuniting you all.   



With our around the world themes we are now visiting  

 China 

 

Chinese cuisine 

was enjoyed by 

all especially 

Tom and Peter 

who demolished 

it all. Ellen was a 

bit weary. 

Our lovely residents making their own Chi-

nese fans. 
Word associ-

ation using 

the word 

CHINA. 

So demure Nana. 

Beautiful la-

dies! 



Arts and crafts Chinese Style. 

      

 Thank you for all of your help Clarice. 

Digby Manor would like to wish Clarice a very happy 100th birthday which 

she  celebrated during lockdown. 

Other birthdays we would like to announce are Brenda, Pamela and Cecily who all 

shared the month of November to celebrate their birthdays. 

Our new 

Health and 

Safety Officer, 

Mr Boswell, 

who checks 

the safety of 

the home on 

his charts eve-

ry week. 


